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PUBLIC HEALTH SYSTEM, GOVERNMENT’S PRE-ELECTION CLAIMS 
Motion 

Resumed from 16 May on the following motion moved by Hon Simon O’Brien - 

That this House recalls the Labor Party’s pre-election claims that it “understood the public health 
system” and “would fix the health system” and calls on the Government to explain - 

 (a) why the State’s health system is under more pressure now than it was in February 2001, 
especially in relation to staffing; 

(b) why it has cut back rural health services; 

(c) why the Minister for Health will not support an MRI scanner for the southern metropolitan 
area; 

(d) the failure to obtain a PET scanner; 

(e) why it has halved funding for the Central Waitlist Bureau; 

(f) why it has sacked country hospital boards; 

(g) the inadequacy of emergency services to outer suburban areas; and  

(h) the inadequacy of funding for health services generally. 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [3.34 pm]:  The motion is about fixing the health system.  In 
my closing remarks the last time that I spoke, I was referring to the closure of the parenting centres of the State 
and the impact of that on health in this State.  I was talking about the impact that it would have on families and 
on children and their later outcomes. 

I remind members that the issue of over-prescribing drugs to young children is a health issue.  It should be 
looked on as one that can be altered by early intervention and good parenting programs.  The Government 
announced this week that it would strip a number of areas of Parent Link information centres on the proviso from 
the Minister for Community Development that they may be replaced in early childhood learning centres, such as 
kindergartens and child-care centres.  Although it may be an appropriate way to divert funding for early 
intervention and parenting, I do not agree with the minister who has said that parents who perhaps need to access 
parent information centres do not go to shopping centres.  I say again that I find it absolutely alarming that the 
Government would make a decision to move out of the major shopping centres in regions such as Kwinana and 
Rockingham where they are the hub of the community.  All parents go to major shopping centres.   

Most of the parent information centres are called Parent Link and operate on what I consider to be a low budget.  
They incorporate volunteers with the directors.  Some members in this Chamber would know that I have been 
long associated with Meerilinga.  Meerilinga has won the contracts for a number of Parent Link centres. . The 
country has mobile services that have been extremely useful.  It may well go out to the centres, but I would like 
to make members in this Chamber aware of the fact that to be stripping areas of Parent Link centres is a major 
setback to the health and care of our young children in Western Australia.  We are stripping parents of access to 
sound parenting programs that would assist them in developing responses to their children’s needs at an early 
age.  Parenting programs are offered in a non-judgmental way.  Parents go into a building with a facade like a 
shopfront.  It does not have a welfare tag on it.  For a long time we have managed to get the parents who want 
help in parenting not to feel that they have failed but that they are welcome and that they can pick up brochures.  
The minister of the day, Hon Sheila McHale, has said in her press release that most parents of children at risk do 
not go to shopping centres.  I find that remark totally out of step with what is common practice and it is certainly 
not my experience of what parents do.   

Fixing the health system for families and young children is about appropriate early childhood intervention 
practices.  Every member of this Chamber who is a parent or who has close association with children or young 
children would know that parents do not bring children into this world with a book on how to do it.  We may 
have degrees in other areas.  Parents often have unrealistic expectations of their children.  That is why interaction 
with other parents can be helpful, as can interaction with professionals in a kindergarten.  Most of the benefits of 
attending a playgroup are for the mothers.  I do not object at all to parenting programs going into areas like 
playgroups; that is a good place to have them.  However, a large number of parents do not attend such formal 
structures with their children.  They do not have their children in kindergarten.  At the moment, only about 81 
per cent of our children are in kindergarten, in both the government and non-government sectors.  Many parents 
do not access those formal structures.  Many do not have their children in childcare.  Why take it away from the 
street-front image?  I was told some weeks ago that the parent centre in Fremantle was moving to a childcare 
centre.  Fremantle is slightly different from other areas in that it does not have a commercial hub, to which many 
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young parents would take their children, as is the case in Rockingham, Kwinana or other major shopping centres.  
All of the parenting centres were located at those places.  Fremantle will not necessarily lose out.  I was closely 
associated with the centre in Fremantle.  There were many good people involved as volunteers who had had 
experience as mothers and grandmothers.  They were doing the one-on-one mentoring. 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  How would such a centre, in a childcare centre, assist the parents of adolescent 
children, many of whom now access the shopfront facilities?  

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Hon Derrick Tomlinson has made a very valid interjection in asking how the parent 
link programs at childcare centres help parents of adolescent children.  They would not, unless they had siblings 
in that range.  In my long experience, parents who access childcare are in a desperate hurry.  They leave their 
homes and they are on a fine time line to drop their children off and get to work.  When they return to pick up 
their children, their main aim is to get home in a hurry.  That is one of the reasons community childcare centres 
had difficulty operating, because they could not get a voluntary committee to work.  If the Government is hoping 
to put in parenting programs at childcare centres, it is not likely that parents will be able to access them during a 
busy week.  If those parents go to the shopping centre on the weekend, they would be able to do it.  The 
Government promised to fix the health system, but this week we see a major dismantling of a thoroughly 
researched and documented project, recommended by the Institute of Child Health Research.  Has the 
Government done any monitoring on this or audited the number of parents who use the centres?  Has it done a 
cost analysis of the long-term effects of providing this service?  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Did the Opposition do any of those things when it was in Government?  

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Yes, it did, and that is why we established them in nine regional centres.  

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The parliamentary secretary will not play to the audience, or the public gallery, or to 
anyone else.  

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  The parliamentary secretary got it wrong yesterday, and has got it wrong again today.  
The coalition Government established those parenting centres because parents were saying they wanted them.  
The project was based on sound research.  It had a policy of putting in place practices that were backed by good 
research, which came out of the family work of Professor Fiona Stanley.  Several people under Professor Stanley 
were doing work with Aboriginal families, and early intervention.  The first pilot project was in Kalgoorlie.  
Parents said they really needed help with these things when they first had babies.  The parent information centres 
were established because of research.   

I will move to the subject of the money that has been taken away from the Joondalup Family Violence Court, 
which was established under the coalition Government.  This was an interagency program to assist families with 
counselling.  It was not only a health-based project, but this Government came into office saying it would fix the 
health system.  The health system is about mental and physical health and how well people and families can 
manage their lives.  Part of the basis of health in families, and for women and children in particular, is whether 
they have to put up with abuse.  In the Joondalup Family Violence Court they could achieve a resolution, and 
then access agencies and counselling services that could assist them to resolve their problems, rather than add to 
them.  The funding has been cut back for those counselling services at the Joondalup court.  The Government 
maintains that it has its priorities right, but I maintain that those priorities are all lopsided.  Failure to start at the 
beginning, to build healthy practices early in the piece with families and young children, will not lead to strong 
communities, which are built on parents who are empowered, and know and understand about the good growth 
and development of their children.  Functioning parents and families will lead to functioning communities and 
nations.  

Women’s health centres have provided a range of services for women.  The director of the Fremantle centre has 
just been charged with stealing money provided by the Government.  If the Government wishes to fix the 
system, it should look at the management practices of people in positions of trust.  This is a most recent situation, 
and this Government - 

Several members interjected.  

The PRESIDENT:  Order, Hon Barbara Scott seems to be interrupting another conversation.  If the parties are 
quite finished, Hon Barbara Scott has the call.  

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  This Government has failed to fix the health system.  It is fobbing off the people of 
Western Australia by talking about the budget increases, but under the layers, there is a deficit.  

HON MURRAY CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [3.47 pm]:  I welcome the opportunity provided by the motion of 
Hon Simon O’Brien to discuss these issues.  I will particularly discuss the issues of rural health, and the impact 
of the sacking of the country hospital boards.  I heard the Premier saying yesterday in an answer in Parliament 
that the Government is carrying out its election promises in the area of health, education and police.  This was in 
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response to a question about the loss of 150 people over the last two budgets from the Department of 
Agriculture.  Agriculture has suffered a 16 per cent cut in that time, so people in the country are not very pleased 
about that.  The loss of jobs in country areas will have a serious impact.  This budget sees an enormous cutback 
in funding for roads.  Something like 50 projects have been lost from the roads budget in rural Western 
Australia.  The Water Corporation has made serious cuts in the infill sewerage program right across the State, 
which will cost an enormous number of jobs.  The emphasis on health, education and police is all very well, but 
members can imagine the impact and the trauma in rural Western Australia resulting from those cutbacks.  There 
needs to be some balance in the Government’s thinking.   

I note some of the figures about the net worth of the State.  The previous coalition Government took the figure 
up from $15 billion to $33 billion.  The debt was cut from $8.5 billion to $4.5 billion in that term of government.   

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  What did you sell? 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  The minister should listen to this.  He is an expert!  The net worth for this 
Government is $33 billion.  When the Government leaves office, the net worth will be the same.  This 
Government’s debt will increase to close to $6 billion, or maybe even more.  These are the Government’s 
figures.  Has it done well?  Is the Government a good expert?  That is a clear indication that the net worth of the 
State will be impacted on.  As a Government, we fixed debt and improved the net worth of the State. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  The member should look at the overall benefit.  The Government cannot even pay 
for its debt in its term of government.  It is clearly outlined.  

Several members interjected. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Let us go into some of the assets that we sold.  

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Hon Murray Criddle should address the Chair.  Hon Ray Halligan and the 
parliamentary secretary should address no-one.  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I more than welcome that opportunity.  The previous Government and I, as 
minister, were criticised for selling Westrail.  Westrail was losing $100 million a year.  We sold the 
infrastructure, rolling stock and business for $585 million.  Had it been allowed to continue to operate, no money 
would have been recouped at all.  People in rural Western Australia will tell members that it is a good outfit and 
is running very well.  It has not impacted on freight and the people who work for it are quite satisfied.  In fact, I 
have met those people and have heard no rebuff whatsoever.   

There is a clear indication that there are ways to run the State.  Most of the funding is going into recurrent 
spending and very little is going into infrastructure.  In fact, when we deal with the budget, I will ask the minister 
to outline clearly some of the infrastructure projects that are said to be worth up to $3 billion.  I will be interested 
to hear what he has to say about that.  I have read some of the budget papers. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It is record spending.  It is great news for the State. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  If the Leader of the House can justify that statement, it will be good news.  
However, I ask him to justify it.   

Several members interjected.  

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The Leader of the Opposition and the parliamentary secretary might shortly have 
urgent parliamentary business outside the Chamber.  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  The point I am making is that we need to be wary of where money is spent and the 
impact it will have on the areas of government outside the city in particular.  It is very difficult to get a handle on 
this budget, because when I have spoken to people in the health system, I have found that no information is 
flowing back to those areas and they are not sure of their budgets.  We will uncover some of the certainties and 
uncertainties during the estimates committee hearings.   

Last year there was a great deal of unrest among the general managers and chairmen of the health boards, and the 
health boards themselves, about the requirement for them to put in place some very stringent measures.  In fact, 
they considered bed closures, downsizing hospital wards and reducing services to keep them within their 
budgets.  That was a very real issue.  Agency nurses are required in the hospitals in the Leader of the 
Opposition’s area of Merredin.  Something like 40 per cent of nursing staff in that area are agency nurses, and 
that has had an impact of about $400 000 on that hospital’s budget.  That is an extreme example. 
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Hon Kim Chance:  In fact, in one hospital in Southern Cross, it is nearly 100 per cent. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  That is a clear difficulty.  

Hon Kim Chance:  It has been that way for some time. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  A young person who is training to be a doctor and who has been on a scholarship 
told me that funding for scholarships for young nurses and doctors has been reduced.  That is a real issue in this 
budget.  We have major concerns about training nurses and doctors from rural areas, because they are the people 
who will return to those rural areas.  

Hon Kim Chance:  I would be very surprised if that were the case. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I am telling the Leader of the House that if the information I have received from 
that young person is true, it must be addressed. 

Hon Kim Chance:  We have just launched a recruitment and retraining program for nurses. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I am well aware of that.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  What is the member saying now?  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The member should not talk to interjectors.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  It is very difficult not to talk to that interjector, who continues to talk.   

I am pleased that the Leader of the House has picked up on that point, because it is a serious issue in his area; in 
fact, it is a serious issue right across the board.  Another example that is evident in the Gascoyne region is the 
downgrading of the Exmouth and Onslow hospitals and the nursing post.  We received a lot of feedback about 
that issue and there were a number of protests.  A budget cut of $1.7 million in the previous year was mentioned.  
Those issues have a real impact when they arise.  The same message came out of the Esperance District Hospital.  
A number of services at that hospital were under threat.  There has been quite a deal of talk about country health 
service boards being sacked and Hon Barry House spoke about this issue.  In his area, five health service boards 
have been closed to create one board to service the entire region.  That removes the local input from the area.  
The people who were dealing with the budgets of the boards had a clear understanding of the requirements in 
those areas.  Those volunteers are needed in the country to continue with those types of services.   

Hon Barry House:  They will get rid of the wheatbelt boards next. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  The clear message is that that is a fact.  There is talk that those boards will be 
reduced to what I understand is an advisory capacity.  A lot of the feedback that I have received from those 
people is that they are not interested in being advisers because their message would not necessarily be acted on.  
I can understand that.  People are not prepared to travel thousands of miles to do work that may not lead to a 
result.  It is a very serious situation for the people in rural and regional Western Australia - 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  The people in rural and regional Western Australia are under enough threat and 
pressure at present without needing to work for no results.   

My understanding of the budget from 1997 to the present is that there has been a decrease in funding from 16 per 
cent to 14 per cent for regional and rural Western Australia.  Last year, a $25 million cut in the funding for 
health was identified.  We are very concerned about this issue.  

Hon Kim Chance:  There has been a huge increase in funding.  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  As I said, we have not got to the bottom of this budget yet.  We will take a keen 
interest in the estimates committee hearings.  Estimates committee hearings will be held in the lower House next 
week. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  The member is happy to talk all the time.  We will take a keen interest when the 
estimates committee hearings are held in this place. 

Hon Kim Chance:  We will be delighted to provide the information.  This is a very transparent Government.  
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Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  It might be a transparent Government, but people at the hospitals in rural and 
regional Western Australia currently do not seem to know what their budgets are.  I am concerned about that.  
People have rung around and they cannot find that information.  

Hon Kim Chance:  To be fair, that is not unusual in mid May.  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  It might not be unusual to the minister, but people in country areas and those going 
into a prospective financial year need to know where they stand and what decisions they have to make.  It is too 
late in the fiscal arrangements for those people to not have some certainty; they need to have some certainty as 
they go forward.  I will give an indication of what is going on at Jurien Bay, Cervantes, Leeman and Lancelin.  
Jurien Bay’s new facility has not had sufficient recurrent funding for the past two years.  That area needs about 
$300 000 for a much-needed 24-hour emergency service because of the pressure put on the local St John 
Ambulance when it takes people from that area to Moora District Hospital. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Has it ever had a 24-hour emergency service? 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  No. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It therefore needs a new service. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Yes, and it has needed that service for two years. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I am just talking through the issue; that is, it has not had full recurrent funding and 
it needs it in those four areas.  I believe the minister intends to open the facility at Jurien Bay on 10 July.  He 
must take a message with him that the funding will be put in place fully.  It is a new facility that has beds that are 
not being used fully.  Why build a new facility unless it is to be used?  If it is not used properly 24 hours a day, 
pressure will be put on the local St John Ambulance, which currently must work there on a very busy road.  The 
population of Jurien Bay is increasing substantially, which is also putting a deal of pressure on St John 
Ambulance.  I attended a meeting in Jurien Bay some time ago in which people said that they were all feeling 
that pressure, particularly the elderly.  Until I went there, I did not realise the high number of elderly people in 
that area.   

Hon Ray Halligan:  Hopefully they are still there. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Yes, I am sure that most of them are still there and they need some assurance about 
the facilities in the area.  I raise that matter with the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Health at their 
request.  The Shire of Gingin is concerned about the matter and is keen to have the funding arrangements put in 
place.  I hope those funds are in this budget. 

I understand that the Department of Health will review the delivery of country health services and will make 
recommendations on the strategic position and board service delivery over the next three to five years, and that 
the Government expects to receive a report on those recommendations in July.  The report will deal with a 
number of issues, including the development of further approaches to the configuration of rural health services in 
small rural towns and a whole lot of issues with regard to that.  I note that the members of the review team are 
Christine O’Farrell, Tony Wilsmore and Dianne McCavanagh; is that right? 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Yes. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Sinoux Brooks, Dr Geoff Smith and Theresa Williams are also on that committee.  
It is a committee of bureaucrats, as I understand it, which is a matter of concern.  There must be input from 
country people.  Once again, country people and their boards do not appear to be represented.  Executives from 
country services are represented on the review team, but there are no people from country areas with many years 
of experience of dealing with health issues.  That is probably one of the down sides of this committee; it needs 
some practical input. 

For some time now I have had a great interest in country health services.  Country people need to be assured that 
they can get to a reasonable facility quickly when serious accidents occur.  One need only recall what happened 
recently north of Perth to understand the catastrophic accidents that can occur.  Facilities must be put in place so 
that people receive the medical attention that people in Perth receive.  Country people are reasonable but they 
need to be assured that the services can be provided to look after their wellbeing.  They also need a balanced 
approach to budgetary measures.  It is obvious that the cut in funding to 50-odd road projects will directly impact 
on road safety.  The abolition of many positions in the agricultural portfolio will have a direct impact on the way 
in which people handle that change and in turn that will impact on the health budget.  Other issues need to be 
considered, such as the short-term work that will be taken away from sewerage programs.  I know that those 
programs are being developed over 15 years, but all of these cutbacks will have an impact on health and 
education because people in the country need to fully utilise those facilities. 
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I look forward to questioning the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Health in this place.  There is no 
doubt that she will give us a long and detailed reply to the questions we asked.  I hope that reply is accurate and 
clearly reflects a very good situation for country health services. 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [4.06 pm]:  I will point out a few problems that the Opposition has 
with rural health services.  There is a definite divide between rural and city health services.  Hon Ljiljanna 
Ravlich said that the previous Government did nothing for health, yet the Labor Government never built any 
hospitals.  We built five in our time. 

There is a much-loved general surgeon in Albany who will leave there soon.  I asked a question in this place 
about why he was leaving Albany because I had heard it was because his surgical listings had been cut back to 
two a week, which is obviously not enough.  The answer was that he was leaving because he had been in Albany 
for 10 years.  His departure will leave a hole in Albany’s health services.  When children break their bones, they 
cannot be seen by the surgeon for six weeks, unless the surgeon happens to be there at the time.  When that 
occurs in those six weeks when the surgeon is not there, they must be flown to a paediatrician in Perth.  An older 
person who breaks a hip must also be flown to Perth.  It is not only patients who are flown to Perth but also the 
parents of patients, or someone else, to accompany them.  Albany is four-and-a-half hours drive up the highway 
to Perth and that is a long trip for a patient.  Those matters need to be taken into consideration.  Hon Murray 
Criddle spoke about accidents in his electorate up north; we have the same problem down south in Albany.  We 
rely on a volunteer ambulance service.  The volunteer ambulance services throughout regional Western Australia 
are superb; they provide a wonderful service.   That is another difference between the city and the country about 
which people do not realise.  In the city people dial 000 and an ambulance arrives but in the country, people wait 
a long time, sometimes up to an hour, before help arrives.  That also needs to be taken into consideration. 

Local governments over east are now considering paying doctors up to $1 million.  I find it incredible that local 
governments are considering paying that amount out of their budgets.  In that $1 million is a payment for private 
school tuition for the children of those doctors as part of an incentive package to get them out into regional areas.  
The local government in Laverton was seriously looking at getting doctors up there.   

I noticed that $100 000 was provided in the budget for the paediatric ward in Albany.  That ward has been built, 
so I guess this money was to help refurbish it.  The paediatric ward is in place but no specialist paediatricians are 
available to treat kids who break their bones.  What is the sense of putting a heap of money into the service when 
kids must often be flown to Princess Margaret Hospital for Children for treatment?   

I will do something strange here; I will thank Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Bring it on!  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I must thank her, because Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich helped me with Denmark 
District Hospital.  I always give credit where credit is due.  

Hon Alan Cadby:  Not too much!  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I will not give her too much credit.  After I embarrassed the Government into 
action -  

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  That is rubbish!  We looked after Denmark after years of neglect by your Government.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The minister has found his voice.  Were there years of neglect?  Where was the 
Labor Party?  Where did it build hospitals?  No new hospitals were built when the Labor Party was previously in 
government. 

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  You failed them. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  How many hospitals were built when the Labor Party was last in government? 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Hon Peter Watson did a lot of lobbying for that particular hospital.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Peter Watson did no lobbying whatsoever.   

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  Hon Ray Halligan is conducting an orchestra and perhaps there should not 
be an orchestra for him to conduct.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Peter Watson did a wonderful job.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Peter Watson did not do a wonderful job. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The orchestra will come to order! 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I am sorry, Mr President. 
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Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich was getting carried away.  I was saying that I was very 
grateful -  

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  I wish they would carry you away.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I would not let the minister carry me away.  He put his foot in it!   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I do have a lovely pink blush. 

Hon Barbara Scott and I yesterday spoke about the closure of parenting centres.  Parenting centres, which are 
located in Broome, Karratha and Bunbury, are extremely important.  Mobile centres travel through the regions.  
Parents can walk into the centres from off the street or when they are shopping and get books on child behaviour 
or have someone to talk to.  I said yesterday that there is no difference between a professional woman who has a 
baby and a 16, 17 or 18-year-old mother; they are all in the same boat.  These centres need to remain open.  They 
do not carry a welfare tag.  People will not go to the Department for Community Development because of that 
welfare tag, because they think they will be labelled as soon as they walk through the door.  If they do go to the 
department, they are put on a register and labelled.  That is why parenting centres are so important.   

Perhaps more help is available to parents in the city.  I am not an expert on the city and do not claim to be, but I 
do know about country areas.  Once upon a time a woman had her mum, auntie and sisters around her; it was a 
close-knit family situation.  Now people go to the country and have nobody around them.  It must be so hard for 
those people.  I was very lucky.  I had four children and had a good mum, dad and family around me.  I do not 
think that I would have survived without that support.  I wonder how parents these days survive.  Not only mums 
but also dads are staying at home with children.  It must be hard for dads who are home with children in country 
areas because they obviously will not have the same networks as women tend to have.   

The set-up in Bridgetown was held up as a model throughout the State.  It has a day care centre, family centre, 
toy libraries and a child health clinic all in the one building; it is a one-stop shop.  I know that consideration was 
given a few years back to doing this type of thing in city areas and making places more family friendly when 
planning new developments.  Members might wonder what that has to do with health, but it is a holistic look at 
health.   

No obstetric services were available in Manjimup not so long ago, which meant that women would travel 
200 kilometres to Bridgetown.  Bridgetown doctors are still overworked because of that.  It is dangerous for 
women to travel such a great distance to have babies in another community.  Women like to have their babies in 
their own community, but they could not.   

Hon Murray Criddle said that there is a lack of nurses.  The other day I heard that agencies were flying nurses to 
Kalgoorlie at great expense because no nursing staff were available.  Nurses would be flown to Kalgoorlie for 
the weekend and then flown back to Perth.  I cannot confirm that; it was something I heard. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  It is difficult to attract them to country areas, like everything else.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I understand that, but surely the Government could do something to attract nurses 
who live in Kalgoorlie but are not currently working to go back into the work force or to get nursing staff in 
other areas to go up to Kalgoorlie.  Kalgoorlie is a rather lovely place.  I know that it is a regional centre, but 
there must be many trained nurses up there who just need an incentive to get back into the work force.   

The other day I had the pleasure of visiting my local hospital to see one of our elderly residents who had just 
come out of Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital.  One of the basic treatments in hospital is for patients to be regularly 
moved around so that they do not get pressure sores.  This poor old bloke came back to Bridgetown with three 
inches of skin under his heel red raw.  He is finding that difficult.  I do not know whether this is the case, but 
perhaps there is a shortage of nurses at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital.  Maybe the nurses are overworked, 
because that is basic nursing care.  I wonder whether the staffing regime at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital is as it 
should be for this poor old fellow to come back with his heels all raw.  I would like somebody to check that.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I think you will find that some individuals are more susceptible to them anyway.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Sure; he is elderly, but nobody deserves that after a hip operation.  It is primary 
nursing care for a patient’s weight to be shifted off his feet.   

The other concern in rural areas is mental health, which is a huge problem.  I have spoken about children and the 
use of dexamphetamine, but I will now talk about adults who have mental health problems.  An article that 
appeared in a south west newspaper states -  

SOUTH West Mental Health Services is scrambling to plug big staffing gaps that are forcing mentally 
ill patients to be sent to Perth for treatment.   
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After the second resignation in two years of a full-time psychiatrist from the services, only two 
practitioners remain, one full-time and one part-time.   

It continues further down -  

About two involuntary patients a week were being sent to mental health facilities in the metropolitan 
area.  

I believe that it is a huge problem.  People with drug addictions are being sent to emergency departments at Sir 
Charles Gairdner and other hospitals around Perth.  If a facility were available in Perth to accommodate these 
people, it would take the pressure off public hospitals and might alleviate the problem.  It must be hard for 
people who are obviously psychotic to be taken from emergency departments in places like Bunbury and flown 
to Perth.  That cannot be easy for them.  It must be very difficult, especially in that area. 

I heard a radio interview yesterday in which Hon Bob Kucera said there were 47 capital works programs in 
health, but he failed to say where they were. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  It is in the budget papers. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I have looked for them but I am not sure whether there are 47 programs.  Perhaps 
if I look hard enough I will find them. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  If he said there were 47 programs then there are. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Of course, because he never tells porkies!  He has never been known to tell 
porkies; no Labor politician has ever been known to tell porkies!  Is that what the Government is telling me?  
Just for the record, I do not believe that.  Labor politicians tell porkies all the time! 

Several members interjected. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Hon Murray Criddle mentioned hospital boards.  I used to sit on a hospital board 
and I found its work very beneficial.  Hospital boards have an input into local communities and know what they 
want and need.  They would be aware if a community wanted a hospital that specialised in surgery or aged care 
or whether a community wanted a multipurpose centre.  Local communities set the scene with a bit of help from 
the State Government.  The system was changed to include a representative from each area.  The Government 
has since abolished the boards.  Everywhere I travel in the south west, people complain about that.  People want 
an input into the health system. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I was on the working party in relation to that and I have to say that I have not received 
one complaint. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I cannot work that out because - 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Hon Adele Farina, who is also a representative of the south west, has not received any 
complaints either. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I have not seen Hon Adele Farina in the south west! 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The parliamentary secretary is not giving this speech. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I will rephrase what I just said.  I have seen Hon Adele Farina in the south west 
only in the past four months.  I did not see her before that.  I do not even know where her office is because it is 
not mentioned in the phone book.  She does not exist in the south west. 

Hon Adele Farina:  The member knows very well that my office is in Busselton. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I do not know that the member’s office is in Busselton.  How would I know? 

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  It is in the phone book. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  It is not in the phone book.  It does not exist. 

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  Everyone in the south west knows where the office is.  It does not need to be in the phone 
book. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  We do have our daydreams, do we not? 

Speaking of children with broken bones, my electorate officer has a little boy called Jack who fell off a swing 
and broke his arm.  She had to fly him to Perth.  She would not let him travel by himself in an ambulance as he is 
only six years old and he needed his mother.  She paid for a flight to Perth and took him to Princess Margaret 
Hospital for Children.  He was put under anaesthetic and had his wrist fixed.  They then flew back to Albany.  
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They could afford to do that but there are many who cannot.  I stress to the Government that people in the 
regions need their services and their own doctors.  It is very hard for people with families when they have to 
travel long distances on a highway for medical treatment.  Some members opposite are nodding in agreement.  I 
repeat it because it is so important.  I often think about older people living in regional areas who need medical 
treatment.  It is very hard for them if they cannot drive.  They have to take a bus.  It does not apply only to 
Albany; it is everywhere. 

There was a bad accident outside Merredin.  It is not the accident that Hon Murray Criddle talked about.  A 
young man was injured and he had two options for treatment.  He could have travelled 200 kilometres one way 
to a town without a doctor or travelled 100 kilometres another way to a hospital without a doctor.  The flying 
doctor came from Karratha and picked up the young man and took him to Perth.  He is very lucky to be alive.  
Those are the sorts of incidents that people do not think about. 

The hospital boards need to be of a community of interest.  Michael Moodie has relocated to the south west and 
is working in Bunbury. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I understand he is well received. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes, he has been well received.  Regardless of that, there are still no hospital 
boards.  Everything has to go through Bunbury.  I have just heard that 150 non-nursing staff will be cut.  I cannot 
verify that.  Local hospitals will have no control over that.  Bunbury approves all redundancies.  Control is being 
regionalised in Bunbury.  It is the main player.  It is dangerous to take control from the small areas.  People are 
attached to their doctors and hospitals.  City hospitals are not like country hospitals.  Country hospitals are like 
country schools; people feel they belong to them.  That is where people have their babies delivered and where 
they take their children when they are ill and that is where they go if they need treatment.  It is often where 
people’s parents die.  It is not just bricks and mortar; it is a community concept.  People on hospital boards work 
very hard for their hospitals.  If that is taken away and regionalised, the communities will not get what they need.  
The Leader of the House was raised in a small country town.  He is nodding his head; he knows exactly what I 
am saying. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I came from a country town that did not even have a hospital board until 1995 and I think it 
performed better without one. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Is that so? 

Hon Kim Chance:  Merredin did not have a hospital board; it was an administered hospital.  It did very well.  I 
am not a great fan of hospital boards but I recognise what the member says.  I think they have done a very good 
job but it is not so important for them to hold a statutory function.  They are losing only the statutory function. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The statutory function was probably not that important but the community input 
was very important. 

Hon Kim Chance:  That is the essential change between the old and new.  The new will not have the statutory 
function; it will be administered at a district or regional level. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  We have lost a group of people who can fight for their community.  It is like the 
Denmark community; they got together and fought, screamed and yelled and they now have a very committed 
hospital board.  There is a need for fighting, screaming and yelling in the country because people know they will 
not get what the city gets.  Country people do not expect what the city has but they expect fair play.  They expect 
a fair share of the cake, as Hon Alan Cadby has just told me. 

Hon Kim Chance:  There will be a continuing role for local communities in that regard.  Nothing prevents that 
from happening. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No, it does not according to the minister.  However, I believe that it does prevent 
it because a directive can come from Bunbury to a country hospital that does not have a country board and, all of 
a sudden, no surgery or obstetrics is done at the hospital.  Once that is done, it is done.  A hospital board can see 
that coming and it can squeal.  Do not say such things do not happen because they do.  They have happened. 

Hon Kim Chance:  All our board hospitals lost those things in the past 10 to 15 years. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  At least with the boards people can have their say.  Country people like to have 
their say.  Is the minister saying it is no good listening to people?  The Government has to listen to local people 
in their areas.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Giving those statutory functions to the boards did not prevent those things happening in the 
eastern wheatbelt.  We lost all of those services - obstetrics, surgery, the lot.  We lost them over the last 15 years 
and the boards were not able to protect us from that. 
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Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  However, if something was taken away in that instance, then perhaps the boards 
could have got something back in another instance.  People in the country have to keep fighting for services and 
it seems that we have to fight all the time.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  If this is your major concern about the state of the health system, then we are doing a 
fine job. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  It is not my major concern.  I could go on and on about ambulance bypasses but I 
am trying to be fair.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  We are doing a fine job and I thank you for putting that on record.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I have put nothing on record.  The member is the one opening her mouth, not I.  
Is Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich saying that people in community areas do not count? 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  No, I am saying that in terms of all the issues that might affect the country, to focus on 
the abolition of a number of hospital boards as being the absolute priority -  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich has missed the point.  People on community hospital 
boards know exactly what is happening and what services will be cut and they can jump up and down and keep 
the services in their town.  That is why this matter is so important.  The member is a city-based person and 
perhaps she does not understand why the community is so important.  I have always lived in a town.  I love it 
and I go back there because I belong and I am part of that community.  That community has feelers all over the 
place and directs its views back to the Department of Health, which is important.  I could go on about ambulance 
bypass going up by 300 per cent but why should I?  I want to get the point across to the member that the regional 
area in this State is vast.  The Labor Party does not understand that point with its one vote, one value legislation.  
Members opposite do not understand the importance of regions but we on this side of the House do.  There is a 
difference between the city and the country, which members opposite need to understand.  At the heart of that 
issue is the community.  That includes community hospital boards that have a huge say in what happens in the 
area.  They do not just consist of people who are roped off the street but also people who might be the president 
of a shire or who have a caring attitude. 

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  All the important people. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  As Hon Alan Cadby said, the boards represent the important people and the 
people living in that area.  How important is that?  This Government does not seem to listen to the people in the 
regional areas but it must.  The minister does not know about the issues we face because, I presume, he has never 
lived in a regional area, or am I presuming too much?  Has the minister ever lived in a rural area? 

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  I will not engage in unruly interjections.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The minister has never lived in a regional area. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


